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1°d recommend LITTLE BROTHER
over pretty much any Book 1’ve read this year.”

LITTLE BROTHER

CORY DOCTOROW

“a rousing tale of techno-geek reBellion.”



Activities for Chapters 1-7

The materials in this booklet were created by David and Christina Lomax to accompany the study of Cory Doctorow's novel Little Brother.  They are offered under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-ShareAlike license, which means you can have it, you can use it, and you can even change it around, but you may not charge for it, and you may not remove the attribution of our names as the original creators.  For more information, please visit www.davidlomax.com. 

Introduction

This package is composed of reading, writing, research, and other discovery activities for the study of the first third of Little Brother by Cory Doctorow.  The activities in here are intended to deepen your appreciation of this novel and to deepen your awareness of some of the issues it raises.

While you are reading the novel, you will also be asked to write in a response journal.  Everybody writes responses differently, and the most important thing is that your response is personal.  It's what you thought about the chapter or what you thought while reading the chapter.  If you are stuck for what to write in your response to a chapter, consider looking at the following suggestions and writing three or four paragraphs based on them.

React – Write what you thought about it.  What did you like or dislike?  What did you think was funny, interesting, sad, dull, exciting, etc.  Write your first reactions and then explain why you had those reactions.

Relate – Relate something you have read to your own life or your own experience.  Is this like your family?  Do you know people like these?  Did something like this once happen to you?  Is this neighborhood like your own?  Are these parents like yours?  Explain yourself fully in this paragraph.

Reflect – Write about WHY.  Why did characters do what they did?  Did they make the right decisions or the wrong decisions?  Would you have done the same thing?  Why or why not?  Why did the author write it this way?

Re-think – Pick an important event in the story and write about what the story would have been like if something different had happened?  What if somebody had made a different decision?  What if someone had been lucky instead of unlucky?

Predict – What do you think will happen next?  Explain in a full paragraph.

Chapter One Response Journal 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Probable Passage

Title of Selection: Little Brother, part one

Word List:  terrorist, privacy, police, technology, student, cell, intimidation, school, safety, security, hacking, rebellion, friends, fear


Characters
Setting
Problem




Gist Statement (I think this reading is about…)

Things I have questions about & Items to explore and discover…

Chapter One – some interesting questions...

Your task here is to generate two interesting questions about the chapter.  An interesting question will usually be one that different people could have different views about, that might generate controversy, or that might be difficult to answer.  Write your questions below and, after talking to members of your group, write answers to those questions.  Here are some sample questions:

· Why would a teacher want you to read a book that shows some people who work in schools as pretty foolish and shows students breaking the rules?

· Is it right for Marcus to break school rules?

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter One – Wordsmith  

Choose 4 words from the reading that may be new, different, difficult, interesting or important.

Word:  ________
Context:

______________________________________________________________________

I predicted this word means:  ________________

When I looked it up in the dictionary, I found it means:

______________________________________________________________________

Word:  ________
Context:

______________________________________________________________________

I predicted this word means:  ________________

When I looked it up in the dictionary, I found it means:

______________________________________________________________________

Word:  ________
Context:

______________________________________________________________________

I predicted this word means:  ________________

When I looked it up in the dictionary, I found it means:

______________________________________________________________________

Word:  ________
Context:

______________________________________________________________________

I predicted this word means:  ________________

When I looked it up in the dictionary, I found it means:

______________________________________________________________________

Chapter Two – Researcher  

Choose one of the following mini-topics and do a little research about it.  Write below some things that you find out.  It is important that you write in your own words.  If you repeat directly from your sources, you will receive a mark of zero.  It is often good to use sentences that begin, “From this website, I learned that...” and “I also found out ...”

Topics:  (Circle one)

· Arphids (RFID)

· Botnets

· LARP

· ARG

· Cesar Chavez

· Anything else from the book that seems interesting

Websites used:  (at least three)

   ____________________   _______________________   ___________________

Information:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter Two – Opinion  

So far, Marcus has broken a lot of school rules.  Write two paragraphs below about the school rules Marcus has broken and about your opinions as to whether he was doing the right thing and whether the rules were reasonable or not.  Begin each paragraph with a clear topic sentence and end with a clear concluding sentence.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter Three – Reading between the lines  

The phrase “reading between the lines” means making inferences, reading the words that are written and then figuring out what is intended but not exactly said.  In the spaces below, pick some things that people say in this chapter, and then write what they mean but were not saying.  At the bottom of the page, write a general conclusion, your opinion about how honest people are being when they speak to each other in this chapter.

	Character's name and what they say
	What they really mean

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Your conclusions:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter Three – some interesting questions...

Your task here is to generate two interesting questions about the chapter.  An interesting question will usually be one that different people could have different views about, that might generate controversy, or that might be difficult to answer.  Write your questions below and, after talking to members of your group, write answers to those questions.  Here are some sample questions:

· Why would anybody stab someone while in a crowd in a situation like that?

· Could anything like this happen in Toronto?  Why or why not?

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter Four – a little more research

Marcus and “severe haircut woman” talk about “the Bill of Rights.”  Search for some information on the American Bill of Rights.  Try to find two or three of Marcus' rights that have been violated.  Explain below in two paragraphs which rights were violated and how.  If this assignment doesn't seem Canadian enough, check out the next page.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter Four – even more research

Now that you've seen which of Marcus' rights were violated, let's see if he would have had the same rights in Canada.  Look up the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, and explain how Marcus' treatment in chapter four would have violated any Canadian rights.  You might want to particularly look at rights 2 and 7-13.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter Five – some interesting questions...

Your task here is to generate two interesting questions about the chapter.  An interesting question will usually be one that different people could have different views about, that might generate controversy, or that might be difficult to answer.  Write your questions below and, after talking to members of your group, write answers to those questions.  Here are some sample questions:

· Why would a teacher want you to read a book that shows some people who work in schools as pretty foolish and shows students breaking the rules?

· Is it right for Marcus to break school rules?

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter Five – explaining technology

In this chapter, Marcus give us some tech-related explanations – spy-camera finders, Linux hacking, bugs, etc.  Now it's your turn to explain some technology.  Imagine that you were trying to explain one of the modern technologies listed below to someone from fifty years ago.  Pick one technology and explain in your own words how it works.

· Email

· the iPhone

· The Internet

· MP3 players

· Digital Cameras

· Your choice __________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter Six – big fears

In this chapter, we hear about a number of things that people in Marcus' school are scared about following the terrorist attack.  Write two paragraphs below about the fears we hear about.  For each paragraph, start with a clear topic sentence explaining the fear and who feels the fear.  As you explain the fear in the rest of the paragraph, include your own opinion as to whether it is reasonable or not.  In your response journal for this chapter, you might want to write about your own fears.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter Seven – some interesting questions...

Your task here is to generate two interesting questions about the chapter.  An interesting question will usually be one that different people could have different views about, that might generate controversy, or that might be difficult to answer.  Write your questions below and, after talking to members of your group, write answers to those questions.  Here are some sample questions:

· Why does Marcus' father seem to be siding with the police, and does he make some good points?

· Is Marcus right in feeling that our machines control us too much unless we learn to write code?

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Package One Evaluation Rubric

	Categories
	Level 1

50-59%
	Level 2

60-69%
	Level 3

70-79%
	Level 4

80-100%

	Knowledge/
Understanding

- knowledge of novel and of the various tasks in the package
	- demonstrates limited knowledge 
	- demonstrates some knowledge
	- demonstrates considerable knowledge
	- demonstrates thorough knowledge

	- understanding of variety of the content of the novel
	- demonstrates limited understanding
	- demonstrates some understanding
	- demonstrates considerable understanding
	- demonstrates thorough understanding

	Thinking/
Inquiry

- critical thinking skills shown in various activities
	- uses critical thinking skills with limited effectiveness
	- uses critical thinking skills with moderate effectiveness
	- uses critical thinking skills with considerable effectiveness
	- uses critical thinking skills with a high degree of effectiveness

	- creative thinking skills shown in various activities
	- uses creative thinking skills with limited effectiveness
	- uses creative thinking skills with moderate effectiveness
	- uses creative thinking skills with considerable effectiveness
	- uses creative thinking skills with a high degree of effectiveness

	Communication

- communication of information and ideas in activities
	- communicates information with limited clarity
	- communicates information with some clarity
	- communicates information with considerable clarity
	- communicates information with a high degree of clarity

	- use of various forms of communication in activities
	- demonstrates limited command of various forms
	- demonstrates moderate command of various forms
	- demonstrates considerable command of various forms
	- demonstrates extensive command of various forms

	Application

- application of language conventions
	- uses language conventions with limited accuracy and effectiveness
	- uses language conventions with some accuracy and effectiveness
	- uses language conventions with considerable accuracy and effectiveness
	- uses language conventions with a high degree of accuracy and effectiveness

	- Application of SEEC paragraph structure 
	- limited
	- moderately effective
	- considerably effective
	- highly effective


Note: A student whose achievement is below level 1 (50%) has not met the expectations for this assignment or activity.

Writing:  ________
Reading:  __________

Response Journal Rubric

	Categories
	Level 1

50-59%
	Level 2

60-69%
	Level 3

70-79%
	Level 4

80-100%

	Knowledge/
Understanding

- knowledge of the form required for response journal
	- demonstrates limited knowledge
	- demonstrates some knowledge
	- demonstrates considerable knowledge
	- demonstrates thorough knowledge

	- understanding of information, ideas, concepts related to each individual journal entry
	- demonstrates limited understanding
	- demonstrates some understanding
	- demonstrates considerable understanding
	- demonstrates thorough understanding

	Thinking/Inquiry

- critical thinking skills shown in responses to questions
	- uses critical thinking skills with limited effectiveness
	- uses critical thinking skills with moderate effectiveness
	- uses critical thinking skills with considerable effectiveness
	- uses critical thinking skills with a high degree of effectiveness

	- inquiry skills in analysing, and interpreting information, and forming conclusions to questions
	- uses inquiry skills with limited effectiveness
	- uses inquiry skills with moderate effectiveness
	- uses inquiry skills with considerable effectiveness
	- uses inquiry skills with a high degree of effectiveness

	Communication

- communication of information and ideas in journal writing pieces
	- communicates information and ideas with limited clarity
	- communicates information and ideas with some clarity
	- communicates information and ideas with considerable clarity
	- communicates information and ideas with a high degree of clarity

	Application

- application of language conventions in response journals
	- uses language conventions with limited accuracy and effectiveness
	- uses language conventions with some accuracy and effectiveness
	- uses language conventions with considerable accuracy and effectiveness
	- uses language conventions with a high degree of accuracy and effectiveness

	- connection of personal ideas, feelings, and experiences in response journals
	- connection of personal ideas to writing is limited
	- connection of personal ideas to writing is moderately effective
	- connection of personal ideas to writing is considerably effective
	- connection of personal ideas to writing is highly effective


Note: A student whose achievement is below level 1 (50%) has not met the expectations for this assignment or activity.

Reading:  __________




















































