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 SUBJECT VERB AGREEMENT

The fi rst thing you should know about Subject Verb Agreement problems is that they're virtually 
guaranteed to appear two or three times on every ACT.  With that in mind, you should consider this an 
opportunity to quickly pick up a few points.

Quick review: every sentence must have a subject and a verb. The subject and the verb must agree.

 A singular subject requires a singular verb.

 A plural subject requires a plural verb.

Two singular subjects joined by the word and require a plural verb.

       BASIC SKILLS PRACTICE 
Use your strategy on these super easy practice problems.

1 The campfi re burn brightly. “___________    ___________

“

 Agree  /  Disagree

2 The pirates yells at me.  “___________    ___________

“

 Agree  /  Disagree

3 My laundry smell dirty. “___________    ___________

“

 Agree  /  Disagree

4 The panda smiles at me. “___________    ___________

“

 Agree  /  Disagree

        “VERB YOUR WAY TO THE SUBJECT”

1. Identify the verb (action word) in the sentence  and underline it.  

2. Find the subject of the verb and underline it. To fi nd the subject, ask who 
(or what) does the verb?

3. Read the subject and verb together aloud. 
If this sounds funny, then the subject and the verb disagree.

correct:       The knight runs fast. “ knight  runs

“

 

correct:      The dragons run faster. “ dragons run 

“

  

incorrect:   The dragon catch the knight. “ dragon catch 

“

 

incorrect:   The dragons catches the knight. “ dragons catches 

“

 

        “VERB YOUR WAY TO THE SUBJECT”

 SUBJECT VERB AGREEMENT SUBJECT VERB AGREEMENT
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       BASIC SKILLS PRACTICE 
Underline the prepositional phrases. Then read the core sentence aloud to see if the subject and verb agree.

12 The pudding inside the DVD players were put there by mistake.  Agree  /  Disagree

13 Someone from the headquarters on Main Street wish to discuss details of the television show.  Agree  /  Disagree

14 Without a thought, Anna drove past the valet and into the movie theater on Sycamore Street.  Agree  /  Disagree

16 The feelings of disappointment among the archers in the courtyard was quite noticeable.  Agree  /  Disagree

      
       IDENTIFYING PREPOSITIONS: THE CLOUD TEST

Prepositions are words that show the relationship between 
two words in a sentence.  If you’re not sure if a word is a 
preposition, try using the cloud test.

LOCATION

5 The airplane fl ew _______________ the clouds.  

6 The airplane fl ew _______________ the clouds.

7 The airplane fl ew _______________ the clouds.

TIME 

8 The airplane fl ew _______________ the clouds.

9 The airplane fl ew _______________ the clouds.

LOGICAL

10 The airplane fl ew _______________ the clouds.

11 The airplane fl ew _______________ the clouds.

beneath

after

despite

      GET RID OF THE JUNK

 Don’t be afraid of long sentences. Identify the 
prepositional phrases and isolate the core sentence!

 DO NOT trust your ear until you've identifi ed the 
prepositional phrases.

 Read only the core sentence aloud, and then trust
 your ear.

            

       IDENTIFYING PREPOSITIONS: THE CLOUD TEST

       FIND THE CORE SENTENCE
Subjects and verbs can NEVER be inside 
prepositional phrases.  

To fi nd the subject and verb easily, draw 
brackets around the prepositional phrases 
and skip over them when you reread the 
sentence.

       THE COUNTABILITY EXCEPTION
If the noun in the prepositional phrase is 
countable, use a plural verb:

     
     Some of the bottles are on the fl oor.

If the noun in the prepositional phrase is 
uncountable, use a singular verb:

     Some of the milk is on the fl oor.

              

      
       IDENTIFYING PREPOSITIONS: THE CLOUD TEST
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 WATCH FOR SENTENCES WITH INFINITIVE/GERUND SWITCHES

 Infi nitive   =   to + verb    Gerund     =   verb + ing 
                           to dance               dancing
Sometimes the ACT will give you a sentence in which the infi nitive form of a verb has been replaced by a 
gerund. These can be tricky to spot because there is no fi rm rule to tell you which one should be used in a 
given sentence. Let's look at a few examples.

 Incorrect: Dave has raised $100,000 supporting cancer research.  
 Correct:     Dave has raised $100,000 to support cancer research. 

It may appear that these two sentences mean the same thing, but if you really think about it, they're 
slightly diff erent.  In the fi rst one, Dave has raised the money while supporting research.  In the second 
one, Dave has raised the money to support future research. This is a subtle diff erence, but it's signifi cant.

Sometimes, switching an infi nitive for a gerund can create a new error if you don't also place the correct 
preposition in front of the gerund.  These can be super tricky to spot, so be careful.

 Incorrect: The senator was praised for his prudence declining the new spending bill.
 Correct:  The senator was praised for his prudence in declining the new spending bill.  
  

       BASIC SKILLS PRACTICE
Supply the correct  preposition for each of the following verbs.

2.1 destined __________ win

2.2 adapt __________ changes

2.3 triumph __________ adversity

2.4 thrilled __________ the results

2.5 dream __________ peace

2.6 depend __________ someone

2.7 charged __________ a crime

2.8 relevant __________ the topic

2.9 argue __________ someone

2.10 stare __________ the sun

2.11 protect __________ disaster

2.12 based __________ the proposal

2.13 escape __________ captivity

2.14 apply __________ the job

2.15 true __________ his promise

2.16 prohibited __________ disrupting 

 WATCH FOR SENTENCES WITH INFINITIVE/GERUND SWITCHES
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 GET TO KNOW YOUR TENSES

 The present tense is used to indicate that an action is occurring now (or the events of a story).
  Mario sits in detention.

 The present progressive is used to emphasize that an action is happening right now.  
  The children in detention are missing the ice cream party.   
                   is/are + (-ing)

 The present perfect is used for actions that began in the past and are still continuing in the present or  
 during a time period that hasn't completed or when the time frame is not specifi ed.
 Mario has missed many ice cream parties in the past.   Mario has missed four ice cream parties this year.
              has/have + past participle                has/have + past participle
         
 The simple past is used for actions that began and ended in the past.
  Mario disrespected his teacher.     
                (-ed) for regular verbs 

 The past perfect is used to help establish the order of two events that began and ended in the past.
 By the time Mario was released, all the ice cream had melted.  
            had + past participle

 The past participle can be used to modify actions in the past, present, or future.
  Sobbing uncontrollably, Mario was inconsolable.
  Laughing maniacly, Mario plots his revenge.
  Smiling menacingly, Mario will make the biggest ice cream sunday that anyone has ever seen! 

             WATCH FOR UNNECESSARY TENSE SWITCHES

 The vast majority of questions dealing with tense errors test whether you can spot an 
unnecessary tense switch.  Follow this one simple rule, and you'll do just fi ne:

 Unless the context of the sentence establishes a clear reason to change tense, 
an underlined verb should match the tense established by other verb(s) in the 
sentence or paragraph.  

 

 Make sure the tense of the underlined portion agrees with the part of the sentence or 
paragraph that you cannot change.

 

 Use the answer choices to fi nd out what's being tested on the problem.

  If the answer choices include single and plural verbs, then you're probably 
 being asked to identify and resolve a subject verb disagreement.

  
 If the answer choices do NOT include both single and plural choices, then 
 you're probably being asked to eliminate a tense error, such as a tense switch.

             WATCH FOR UNNECESSARY TENSE SWITCHES

 The vast majority of questions dealing with tense errors test whether you can spot an 

 GET TO KNOW YOUR TENSES GET TO KNOW YOUR TENSES
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THE MOST COMMON TENSE ERRORS ON THE ACT

1.  Past participle used in place of simple past tense
The simple past tense can stand alone, but the past participle can only be used after a form of to 
have or to be. 

Wrong:  Yesterday, Bart eaten dinner.
Right:  Bart ate dinner.

2.  Past participle used without "to have" or "to be"
The sentence requires the past participle but omits the helping verb before it. This is sometimes 
called a "helpless past participle" because it lacks a helping verb.
  

Wrong: Since last week, Charles fl own to New York and back.  
Right: Since last week, Charles has fl own to New York and back

3.  Simple past replaces past participle
Verbs in the simple past tense can stand alone. They don't require a helping verb, such as to have or 
to be.  

Wrong:  As a child, has went to the amusement park every summer.
Right:  As a child, I went to the amusement park every summer.

4.  Past participle without "-ed"
This is a pretty clear error. You've got a regular verb in the past participle tense without an -ed.

Wrong:  The children were invite to the soccer tournament.
Right:  The children were invited to the soccer tournament.

       BE VERY SKEPTICAL OF ANSWERS THAT USE THE PHRASE
        "WOULD HAVE" OR "WILL HAVE" 

        Answer choices that include the phrases "would have" or "will have" are nearly always wrong 
        because they tend to create awkward, wordy sentences and introduce tense switch errors.

        Used properly, "would" has the opposite eff ect of the word "had" in establishing the order of 
        events in the timeline of a sentence.

 As the director fi nished his fi lm, he knew it would win an award. 

 Though Nate would regret the decision, he devoured his dessert in record time. 

       The word "having" is similar to "had" but acts as a modifi er, not a verb.

 Having arrived at the airport, Danielle checked her duffl  e bag. 

 Having acknowledged the mistake, Michael off ered the man a refund.

       BE VERY SKEPTICAL OF ANSWERS THAT USE THE PHRASE
        "
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       REGULAR VERBS
Regular verbs follow the basic rule:  add an –ed ending to 
convert a verb to the past tense form.   Regular verbs like 
jump are the same in the past tense and past participle forms. 

Present Simple Past Past Participle
taste tasted (have) tasted
shout shouted (have) shouted
laugh laughed (have) laughed

              

       SKILLS PRACTICE
Circle the correct verb phrase. 

2.1 I’m pretty sick of lasagna; we (had ate/have eaten) it every night this week.

2.2 If not for the fi nal exam, Paul and Todd (would have done/would have did) better in our chemistry class.

2.3 In the novel I’m reading, the protagonist (goes/had gone) to question the suspect about the crime.

2.4 Darkness had already (fallen/fell) by the time it began to rain.

              

       IRREGULAR VERBS
Irregular verbs are tricky. They do not follow the basic “add 
an -ed” rule. Be careful when dealing with irregular verbs.  

Present Simple Past Past Participle
fl y fl ew (have) fl own
give gave (have) given
cut cut (have) cut

       IRREGULAR VERBS
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       REMEMBER

 Watch out for irregular verbs.  They do NOT follow the standard rules of verb conjugation.  

 Irregular verbs have two diff erent forms for simple past tense and past participle.  

 Only use helping verbs like had or have when you’re using the past participle form of the verb.

              

  COMMON IRREGULAR VERBS

Present Simple Past Past Participle
be was/were (have) _________
become _________ (have) become
begin began (have) _________
bring _________ (have) brought
buy bought (have) _________
come came (have) _________
do _________ (have) _________
drink _________ (have) drunk
eat ate (have) _________
fall fell (have) _________
feel _________ (have) _________
fi ght _________ (have) fought
forget forgot (have) forgotten
give gave (have) _________
go went (have) gone
have _________ (have) _________
know knew (have) known
make made (have) _________
put _________ (have) put
say said (have) _________
show _________ (have) _________ 
sing sang (have) _________
sleep _________ (have) slept
speak spoke (have) _________
swim _________ (have) swum
take took (have) _________
teach _________ (have) taught
think _________ (have) _________
wake woke (have) _________
write wrote (have) _________
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