
 The Present Progressive and Past Progressive 

This tense is used to describe what is happening at this moment. The action is in progress. In the 

Present Progressive, we combine the following: 

Subject   +   ESTAR   +    Gerund 

How to form the Gerund. 

 Regular -AR verbs: Take off the -ar ending and add -ando 

hablar - hablando ayudar - ayudando 

mirar - mirando escuchar - escuchando 

Regular -ER and -IR verb: Take off the -er and the -ir endings and add -iendo 

aprender - aprendiendo escribir - escribiendo 

comer- comiendo abrir - abriendo 

Irregular Verbs. These verbs do not follow the pattern that was just explained. 

Group 1- are the -ER and -IR verbs whose stem ends in a vowel.  

They use -yendo and not -iendo to form the gerund. 

Creer - the infinitive    Cre - the stem 

Caer - the infinitive      Ca - the stem 

creer - creyendo caer - cayendo 

leer - leyendo oír - oyendo 

traer - trayendo   

 

 

 

 



 

Group 2 - are the -IR verbs that have a change in the él-ella-Ud. form of the preterite. They have the 

same change in the gerund. 

Infinitive                                Preterite-él-ella-ud.                     Gerund 

decir dijo diciendo 

dormir durmió durmiendo 

morir murió muriendo 

pedir pidió pidiendo 

repetir repitió repitiendo 

sentir sintió sintiendo 

venir vino viniendo 

*Attention* - the gerunds of estar, ir and venir are not used. In order to say "I am going to the store" the 

translation is "Yo voy a la tienda". There is no progressive tense used for this. 

 Sentence structure 

Subject + Estar + Gerund. 

Yo estoy mirando la televisión.        Ella está mirando la television      Ellos están mirando la televisión 

*the only parts that change are the subject and the corresponding verb form of estar. THE GERUND 

FORM STAYS THE SAME AT ALL TIMES! 

  
Past Progressive. I was dancing, you were dancing, etc... 

This tense follows the same pattern as the present progressive (see above) . The gerunds are the same. 

The only thing that changes is the form of ESTAR that is used. In the past progressive, that tense is 

usually the imperfect. 

Yo estaba bailando                 Nosotros estábamos bailando 

Tú estabas bailando                 Vosotros estábais bailando     

El estaba bailando                   Ellos estaban bailando 

 



Present Progressive: Put the present tense form of the verb "estar" and the verb in the gerund form  

1) Yo _________________  __________________ (bailar) 

2) Ellos _________________  __________________ (leer) 

3) Nosotros _________________  __________________ (pedir) 

4) Los amigos _________________  __________________ (repetir) 

5) Mi madre _________________  __________________ (hablar) 

6) Uds. _________________  __________________ (escuchar) 

7) Tú no _________________  __________________ (subir) 

8) Mario y yo _________________  __________________ (dormir) 

9) Los estudiantes _________________  __________________ (estudiar) 

10) Ud. _________________  __________________ (oír) 

11) Ellos _________________  __________________ (morir) 

12) Yo _________________  __________________ (beber) 

Past progressive: Put the imperfect form of the verb "estar" first, then the verb in the gerund form  

1) El _________________  __________________ (progresar) 

2) Yo _________________  __________________ (esperar) 

3) Nosotros _________________  __________________ (escribir) 

4) Uds. _________________  __________________ aprender) 

5) Mi jefe _________________  __________________ (observar) 

6) Los perros _________________  __________________ (descansar) 

7) Los niños _________________  __________________ (jugar) 

8) Ella _________________  __________________ (comer) 

9) Tú _________________  __________________ (llamar) 

 


